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Believe it or not - we will relaunch the ZooLex website, 20 years after 
its launch.
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Relaunch of the  ZooLex website

- Old and New

- Wish list

- Template

The people behind 

the ZooLex Zoo Design Organization

We will maintain the general structure and functionalities of the 
website and improve its usability and design. I will show you some of 
the improvements and our wish list for the new website. I will present 
our new template and introduce the people behind the ZooLex Zoo 
Design Organization.
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Jonas Homburg, biology student and ZooLex intern

This is Jonas Homburg, a biology student who started to help ZooLex 4 
years ago, when he was 16. He has prepared many exhibit 
presentations and recently revamped our template. He also started to 
work on the relaunch of ZooLex.
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Some of you may have followed ZooLex since its launch in 2000. In this 
case you will have noticed that other websites have changed at least 3 
times, while ZooLex remained the same.

The excellent functionality has proven its strenghts over many years. It 
is a result of research and evaluation as part of my master thesis and 
the fortune that my husband, Hans Fiby, found my project interesting 
enough to make his expertise as a computer scientist available and 
develop the website.
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Hans developed a database for exhibit presentations and static pages 
for the other content. These were written in HTML 1.0 which I have 
used myself for many years. Today, HTML 5.0 is the actual version. All 
programs used for ZooLex are open source. This is why the website is 
very compatibel and safe. We never had a crash or lost data and never 
had a problem with viruses, worms or hackers.
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I remember, when Cesare Avesani showed me his brand new mobile 
phone with a little screen in 2005. He tested if ZooLex could be 
displayed on it. I was really proud when he showed me something like 
this on the little screen. Today, this is one of the weaknesses of the 
ZooLex website.
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Websites nowadays should be responsive which means that they are 
displayed in a useful layout on all kinds of screens, including smart 
phones. This is what an exhibit presentation will look like on a mobile 
phone after the relaunch.
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Wish list for www.zoolex.org

- implement responsive design

- add search engine

- allow larger images

- accept video clips

- improve usability

- clean up structure

- polish look and feel

There are also a number of other things that we would like to improve. 
If you have suggestions how to improve the ZooLex website, please 
contact me. 

We want to offer good usability on mobile devices, add a search 
engine that allows to search the whole website, allow larger images 
and short videos. We will improve usability, clean up the structure and 
polish the look and feel of ZooLex. 
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When you browse exhibit presentations now, you may notice that the 
previous and next links are shifting up and down depending on the size 
of the image which is kind of annoying.

Jonas Homburg & Monika Fiby, ZooLex Zoo Design Organization

ZooLex 2.0

9

Zoodesign Conference 2017, Wroclaw, Poland www.zoolex.org 



ZooLex Zoo Design Organization                                Zoo Design Conference                               Wroclaw, April 2017

The new layout will have a bar on the right with the links remaining in 
the same place while browsing the pictures. The standard image size 
will be 1200 pixel instead of 800 and videos can be added in the 
common formats mp4 or mpeg.

Uploading information to the database will become easier.
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Jonas made improvements to the template after having used it for 
about 50 presentations. He re-organized the form in a more logical 
order that is useful when collecting information on site.
The appearance of the template has not changed much, but the text 
boxes and lines are now easier to fill in on the computer. The template 
is offered in the formats MS Word, Open Office Word and pdf.
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Jonas adapted the online forms according to the new template. Here 
are the well-known icons relating to the topics of the forms and 
additional buttons. The icons of the open forms are displayed in yellow, 
the others in blue. The previous and next buttons also show the topics 
of the relevant forms. This will be quite comfortable for changing 
between the forms.

Jonas Homburg & Monika Fiby, ZooLex Zoo Design Organization

ZooLex 2.0

12

Zoodesign Conference 2017, Wroclaw, Poland www.zoolex.org 



ZooLex Zoo Design Organization                                Zoo Design Conference                               Wroclaw, April 2017

Here is another example
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With the new template, it is much easier to present exhibits in the 
ZooLex Gallery. The new template is already available on ZooLex for 
download

Take advantage of these improvements and submit exhibit 
presentations for the ZooLex Gallery. You may hand over the template 
to an intern or a volunteer who is interested in zoo design because it is 
an excellent education tool as well. There is a lot to learn from the 
research that is necessary for filling in the form. The template is used 
all over the world to teach students about zoo design.

Just send in the completed form and we will take care of publishing 
your exhibit presentation. You can also upload information to the 
ZooLex database yourself after getting registered for free. It is easy and 
for free and will become even easier with the relaunch of the website.
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Hans and I look very much forward to seeing the new website online. 
Please notice his WAZA shirt. ZooLex has been a free WAZA service 
since 2003. 

We are planning the ZooLex relaunch for 2018, depending on our free 
time between hikes.

You may appreciate that ZooLex is continously growing and can be 
used for free. Everybody can use it without the need of getting 
registered and without getting enervated by flashy advertising.

This is because we keep the organization as simple as possible and very 
much rely on voluntary support. This conference is a perfect 
opportunity to thank the people behind ZooLex

Jonas Homburg & Monika Fiby, ZooLex Zoo Design Organization
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Jon Charles Coe

Jon Coe Design

Healsville, 

Victoria, Australia

Ivan Lozano Ortega

Animal Scientist

and Consultant

Bogotá, Colombia

Barbara Brem

Landscape Architect

Dallas, Texas

Stephen Butler 

Curator of Horticulture 

Dublin Zoo

Dublin, Ireland

Kimio Honda

Creative Director

Wildlife Conservation 

Society, New York

Simon J. Tonge

Executive Director 

Paignton Zoo 

Paignton, UK

Joris Verbruggen

Biologist, Consultant

Foundation AAP 

Almere, Netherlands

Dirk Petzold

Zoologist, Consultant

Telgte, Germany

Lee Ehmke

Director and CEO 

Houston Zoo

Houston, Texas

Jonas Livet

Biologist, Author 

and Consultant

Haguenau, France

These people keep ZooLex going. They regularly edit presentations and 
our monthly newsletters. Our newsletters are distributed in English, 
German, Spanish and Russian.
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Bernard Harrison & Friends

I also would like to point out our most reliable sponsors: designers and 
producers.

I am extremely thankful for the support that ZooLex has received over 
the years and hope to keep the excellent cooperation for the years 
coming. 
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www.                  .org

monika@zoolex.org
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