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Social Management in Modern Aviculture
Simon Bruslund, Marlow Birdpark



• North China, Russia
• Rivers and lakes with forest banks
• 39 – 48 cm, males larger
• Males ca. 600-650 gram
• Females ca. 500-550 gram
• Spend winter in flocks
• Breeds in Spring: April - June
• Female incubate alone, male may guard the 

nest. Males start moulting

Imagine please…

A small Taiga 
Forest River 
exhibit…

A unusual species, 
of exceptional
beauty

Dramatic
breeding
behaviour with 
active parent care

High activity level
throughout the
day and kept
outdoor all year



Conservation relevant alternative, the Baer‘s Pochard is near extinct and is at big
Risk to become extinct in the wild in the next decade





Assumptions about 
social behaviour



Pavo muticus, Nicole Bruslund LPF



Canis lupus, dpa
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Avoid initial aggression insidents
with the „howdy-cage“ method





Advantages of free mate choice

Looked at literature across a wide range of taxa - birds (zebra finch, pigeons, 
mallards)

Zebra finch: greater number of chicks hatching, decreased mortality of chicks, 
increased paternal care.

House mice: enhanced survival after exposure to pathogens e.g. salmonella

Giant pandas: dams from preferred pairings more likely to rear their own 
offspring…



Some bird species that are highly 
selective about their partner choices 

• Nias Hill Myna CR
• Ravens LC
• Red-billed Blue Magpie LC
• Yellow-Crested Cockatoo CR
• Blue-throated Macaw CR
• Indian Great Hornbills VU
• Red-billed Toucan VU
• Siberian Crane CR
• Northern Brown Kiwi VU
• Helmeted Currasow EN
• Coscoroba Swan LC
• Little Grebe LC
• Crowned Pigeons VU
• Oystercatcher NT
• Peruvian Thicknee LC
• Oriental White Stork EN
• Blue-bellied Roller LC
• Steller’s Sea-eagle VU
• Red-headed Vulture CR
• Nippon Crested Ibis CR
• Javan Sparrow VU



Flocking in dating aviary…  

Seperation areas for pair seclution



Flocking in dating aviary…  

Observation with individual marking

Transponder tracking at feeding station



“Lovers lane” method 

A B C



“Lovers lane” method 

A B C



1. Monitoring
2. Capture and introduction 
3. Training and research (also opportunity)
4. Detecting and preventing social stress and aggression
5. Breeding sustainability (both too little but also too much breeding)
6. Natural density of avian biomass in 1ha Rainforest = 1,4 kg

In one 4500 m² tropical house the reality was >100 kg

Common problems in large aviaries you 
should know about when planning.



Managing the last wild 
Grey-backed Mynas in 
the world…
Baluran NP = 250 km²

Grey-backed Myna (Acridotheres tricolor) CR

Masoala hall = 0,01 km²



ADD MANAGEMENT AREAS AND OFF 
EXHIBIT BREEDING SPACE TO 
LARGE FREE FLIGHT PROJECTS! 

The take home message: 

JUST DO IT, NO DISCUSSION!



Aviary Database
Andrea Bračko, Zagreb zoo

www.aviarydatabase.com

Advantages of aviaries and the Aviary Database Project: a new approach to 

an old housing option for birds

A. Bračko, C. E. King, International Zoo Yearbook, September 2013, Wiley



Aviary Database
aviarydatabase.com



www.silentforest.eu

Silent Forest Campaign

http://www.silentforest.eu/

